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situation and whose freedom from Western European demo-
cratic ideas might make her dangerous. As for the Western
European politicians, he could not say enough in contempt of
their unimaginativeness, hypocrisy, cowardice, and irresolution.
He repeated his desire, which he had already conveyed to me
earlier, for a personal meeting with Marshal Pilsudsky.

POLAND
The National Socialist policy in regard to Poland was an
improvised policy. That it was possible to take such a line is
remarkable enough. The party leaders went deliberately
outside their programme. The agreement with Poland was in
entire contradiction with the apparent aims of any nationalist
German foreign policy. But, in spite of this beginning of an
undeniably important development in foreign policy, National
Socialism failed to make of it what it might have done, a firm
collaboration with Poland in a number of important elements of
policy, in comparison with which the frontier issues were of
minor importance.
As early as the summer of 1933, after my state visit to
Warsaw, the Fuhrer instructed me to convey his desire for a
meeting with Pilsudsky. This confidential mission was certainly
outside my sphere, but it might be possible for me to come to the
subject on an unofficial visit to the Marshal. I had tried to
arrange this in connexion with the affairs of Danzig, soon after
the conclusion of the first agreements between Danzig and
Poland, in order to assist the progress of the negotiations for the
settlement of outstanding issues. In spite, however, of official
and unofficial suggestions, nearly four months passed before a
visit to Pilsudsky became technically possible. In the meantime
there had come the dramatic German withdrawal from the
League; there had been incidents at Danzig, threatening